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Food For Thought   .....PARTING SHOTS 

 

....The assault on the American working class is nearly complete.  The U.S. economy has 3.2 million fewer 
jobs today than it did when George Bush took office, including 2.5 million fewer manufacturing jobs.  In the 
past three years, nearly 1 in 5 U.S. workers was laid off.  Among workers laid off from full-time work, roughly 
one-fourth were earning less than $40,000 annually. A total of15 million U.S. workers are unemployed, 
underemployed, or too discouraged to job hunt, according to the Labor Department.  There are whole 
sections of the United States which now resemble the developing world. 

... Only 7.8 percent of workers in the private sector are unionized.  This is about the same percentage as in 
he early 1900s. There are 50 million Americans in real poverty and tens of millions of Americans in a 
category called "near poverty."  Our health care system is broken.  Eighteen thousand people die in the U.S., 
according to the Institute of Medicine, every year because they can't afford health care. That is six times the 
number of people who died in the 9/11 attacks, and these unnecessary deaths continue year after year. 

...Franklin Delano Roosevelt on April 29, 1938, sent a message to Congress titled "Recommendations to 
the Congress to Curb Monopolies and the Concentration of Economic Power."  In it, he wrote: “The 
first truth is that the liberty of democracy is not safe if the people tolerate the growth of power to a point 
where it becomes stronger than the democratic state itself.  That, in its essence, is Fascism -- ownership of 
Government by an individual, by a group, or by any other controlling private power.  The second truth is that 
the liberty of a democracy is not safe if its business system does not provide employment and produce and 
distribute goods in such a way to sustain an acceptable standard of living.  The rise of the corporate state 
has grave political consequences, as we saw in Italy and Germany in the early part of the 20th century. 
Antitrust laws not only regulate and control the marketplace, they serve as bulwarks to protect democracy. 
And now that they are gone, now that we have a state that is run by and on behalf of corporations, 
we must expect inevitable and perhaps terrifying political consequences.” 

The Democratic Party: We’ve got a lot to be proud of! 


