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Senate Bill 1927 is described as the bill to amend the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act of 1978 to provide additional procedures for authorizing certain
acquisitions of foreign intelligence information and for other purposes.

With its approval of SB1927 in August, Congress legitimized the Bush
Administration’s past (and future) illegal and indiscriminate eavesdropping on
the communications of private American citizens and its abuse of FISA law, all in
the name of keeping us safe from “the terrorists.” These practices have been
declared illegal in a recent court decision.

SB1927 gives the U.S. Attorney General unfettered decision-making power. The
USAG and this Administration have not shown any concern or consideration of
the Constitutional rights in their rabid pursuit of anyone they deem an “evildoer.”
More and more, that could easily be defined as you or me, ordinary citizens
exercising their Constitutional rights to dissent, to travel, to gather, to talk.
Scared? You should be. The following links provide more information about this
critical issue.

“[O]ur Fourth Amendment rights to privacy
<http://harpers.org/subjects/Privacy> have been infringed by vastly expanded
surveillance authorities under the USA Patriot Act, drafted by the administration
and pushed through Congress in the weeks after 9/11. Most recently, the Justice
Department’s own inspector general found pervasive misuse of “national security
letters,” a form of administrative subpoena whose reach the Patriot Act
dramatically expanded. The FBI used the letters to demand personal information
on more than 143,000 occasions over a three-year period, used them in
circumstances not authorized even by the Patriot Act, and systematically
underreported that use.” — David Cole: “The Constitution,” Harper’s Magazine,
June 2007. <http://www.harpers.org/> . Cole is a professor at Georgetown
University Law Center.

Wikipedia: “The Foreign Intelligence Security Act.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_ Intelligence_Surveillance Act of
1978

Center for National Security Studies. “The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA).” http://www.cnss.org/fisa.htm

Rob Anderson. “Today's Hot Topics: FISA and Bridges,” The Washington Post,
8-03-2007.
http://blog.washingtonpost.com/editorialist/2007/08/todays_hot_topi
cs_fisa _minneso.html

Budowsky, Brent. ‘Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death,” ConsortiumNews, 8-08-
07.

http://consortiumnews.com/2007/080807b.html

Cohn, Marjorie and Heidi Boghosian. National Lawyers Guild calls on
Congress to repeal warrantless domestic surveillance, Freepress.org, 8-16-07.
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Kevin Drum: “Figuring Out FISA,” Political Animal, Washington Monthly, 8-05-
07.
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/08/05/politics/animal/main3
135604.shtml

Eland, Ivan. “George W. Bush’s Impeachable Offenses,” The Independent, 12-
19-05.

<http://www.independent.org/newsroom/Zarticle.asp?id=1639>

Hulse, Carl and Edmund L. Andrews. “House Approves Changes in
Eavesdropping,” 8-05-07.

<http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/05/washington/05nsa.html?ex=

1187668800&amp:en=8a93fd2945345d4b&amp:ei=5070>
NOTE: This is the article with the Vote information.

New York Times, Editorial: “Stampeding Congress, Again,” 8-03-07.
http://select.nytimes.com/search/restricted/article?res=F50E14FB3D5
40C708CDDA10894DF404482

Risen, James. “Bush Signs Law to Widen Reach for Wiretapping,” New York
Times, 8-06-07.
<http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/06/washington/06nsa.html?ex=1
187668800&amp:en=079bb76af649160e&amp:ei=5070>

Risen, James and Eric Lichtblau.*Concerns Raised on Wider Spying Under
New Law,” New York Times, 8-19-07.
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/19/washington/19fisa.html

Patricia J. Williams. “The Protect Alberto Gonzales Act of 2007,” The Nation,
8-27-07.
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20070827/williams
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